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Education 
 
Ph.D., Sociology  University of Kansas    1992 
M.A., Sociology  University of Missouri-Kansas City  1978 
B.A., Sociology   University of Missouri-Kansas City  1975 
 
Academic Employment 
 
Professor   University of Kansas    2004-Present 
    Department of Sociology 
 
Honors and Awards 
 
 Jack Baur Fellowship, 2012-2013 
 Sociologists for Women in Society President, 2007-2008 
 Midwest Sociological Society Distinguished Book Award, 2008 
  for Black Intimacies: A Gender Perspective on Families and Relationships 
 Keeler Intra-University Professorship, 2005 
 Ned Fleming Award for Outstanding Teaching, 2004 
 Outstanding Woman Educator, 2001 
 Internationalizing the Curriculum Award, 1999, Office of Study Abroad 
 

Research Activity  
 
Inequalities in African-American Health: How Racial Disparities Create Sickness (Bristol, UK: Policy Press, 
2016). 
 
Families: A Social Class Perspective (Los Angeles, CA: Sage, 2012). 
 
The African American Struggle for Secondary Schooling 1940-1980: Closing the Graduation Gap (New York: 
Teachers College, Columbia Press, 2012; with J. L. Rury). 

[Japanese translation: “Kokujin High School no Rekishi Shakaigaku—Africa-kei America-jin no 
Tatakai, 1940-1980, Showado, 2016]  
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Black Intimacies: A Gender Perspective on Families and Relationships (Walnut Creek, CA: AltaMira Press, 
2005). 

 
Race, Work, and Family: New Century Values among African American Men and Women (Lanham, MD: 
Rowman & Littlefield, 2006; with M. Durr). 

 
African American Children: Socialization and Development in Families (Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage, 1999). 

 
Managing Sickle Cell Disease in Low-Income Families (Philadelphia, PA: Temple University Press, 1994; 
reprinted in 2003). 
 
Articles 

From Good Times to blackish: Media portrayals of African-American fathers (with J. Kelly). 
Deconstructing Dads: Changing Images of Fathers in Popular Culture, edited by L. Tropp and J. Kelly (pp 
187-214).  Lanham, MD: Lexington, 2016. 

The family, state, and politics (with Andrea Gomez-Cervantes) American Political Culture: An 

Encyclopedia, edited by Michael Shally-Jensen (pp. 408-417), 2015. 

Women in medicine (with T. LaPierre and E. V. M.  Jones) The Handbook on the Well-Being of Working 
Women, edited by M. Connerley and J. Wu.  International Handbook of Quality of Life. Springer 
Science and Business Media Dordrecht, 2015. 

 
An end of innocence: African American high school protest in the sixties and seventies. (with J. 
Rury). Journal of the History of Education Society 42(4):486-508, 2013.  

 
Examining status discrepant marriages and marital quality at the intersection of gender, race, and 
class (with T. A. LaPierre). Advances in Gender Research: Notions of Family: Intersectional Perspectives, edited 
by M. H. Kohlman, D. B. Krieg, B. J. Dickerson (pp. 113-136) 2013. 

[Winner of Outstanding Author Contribution Award by Emerald Literati Network Awards 
for Excellence, 2014] 
 

The politics of theorizing African American families.  Shifting the Center: Understanding Contemporary 
Families, edited by S. J. Ferguson (pp. 75-90).  New York: McGraw-Hill, 2011. 

 
Cultural images and the health of African American women. Gender & Society 23(6):733-746, 2009. 

 
Why won’t African Americans get (and stay) married? Why should they? Marriage and Family: 
Complexities and Perspectives, edited by H. E. Peters and C. M. Kamp Dush (pp. 345-364).  New York: 
Columbia University Press, 2009. 

[Reprinted in Public and Private Families: A Reader, edited by Andrew J. Cherlin (pp.  ). New 
York, McGraw-Hill, 2013] 

 
African American mothers: Victimized, vilified, and valorized. Feminist Mothering, edited by Andrea 
O’Reilly (pp. 107-123). New York: Suny Press, 2008. 
 



Marriage among African Americans: A gender perspective. Journal of Comparative Family Studies 

37(3):421-440, 2006.  


